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Poetry.
SOMEBODY'S SON.

BY TWILIGHT.

Somebody's son was outlast night,
iliulslng about llio town;

Audi If I mistake not, lio vim tight,
"Tight as a Derby nlonn."

I know ho's couldcred a moral youth,
Aliotc timplclnti 1 but ttmt

la no reason why, to tell tlic truth,
11c hadn't "a biick lu his lint."

Daylight morality often takes
Blrangu fancies Into its head,

And "play the devil," or "jump up snakes,' '
When lha public eye Is In bed.

"Mu son can't dance" Someboly said,
'll'or never a lesnn took ho"

But he danced last night, while yon wcro in bed,
And "Twilight" was there to sec.

You may cull ldaneing, or not, as you feel,
Though for half an hour, or more,

Ho danced, or "jigged," a "tangle-foo- t reel,"
In front of my office door.

"My son can't euig'" Somebody swear?,
Hut he sung last night, I know,

As Iwllish a song, ns a demon dare i
To Eing In the regions below.

"My eon don't imhibe," Somebody thinks,
Well, may, be he don'tj but Ihcn,

That ho acts very much like one who driuks,
Can bo piovcd' by a hundred men.

Yet somctliing was tight, yes, drunk, last night,
So drunk it could scarcely crawl;

1'crhaps 'twas tlio brim of n croMiilcss hat,
That I found by my garden wall!

Bo, for fear I nni wrong, and Somcbod'y right,
jly hasty words I recall,

And say that tho thing I saw last night,
Vas'noio(Zi' son that's nil.

Sermon on Slavery.

A DISCOURSE
ON

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO PHILEMON,
the Citizens

Northern States in Regard to the Institution

of Slavery, Delivered in Christ
Church Connecticut, December

22, 1859.

BY N. S. WHEATON, D. D.

Among the books of tho Now Tostn-tamc- nt

tbero is a short letter, written en-

tirely on a privnto subject, and having
no lefcrcnco to tho proof or elucidation of
any doctrinal truth; which yet has its
placo in tho Sacred Canon unquestioned
from any quarter, and has been always
understood as designed by tho Holy
Ghost for tho General edification of tho
Church. Fiom tho nature of tho subject
of which it treats, it attracts little atten-
tion from the general rcador. Yet, sinco
it exhibits' an example how a Christian
Apostle behaved under certain peculiar
circumstances, which circumstances have
become our own in evety essential par-

ticular, wo naturally recur to it for in-

struction. Thero is this advantage in an
cxamplo over a precept: the example for
instance, interprets the precept, and solves
whatovor thero may bo doubtful in it, if
theio be reasonable ground for doubt.
When wo see tho rulo actunlly applied in
a particular case; when wo see a man liko
St. Paul, acting under tho inspiration of
the Holy Ghost, doing in his own poi-

son precisely that which is in nccoidnnco
with his public teaching, wo have a prac-
tical illustration of his meaning; and wo

know and feel that wo aio doing rigbt
when, under parallel circumstances, we
act as ho did. Ono might almost sup-

pose that the Providence ol God has an-

ticipated tho very crisis in which tljis
country is now placed, and had caused
this comparatively unheeded letter to be
written as a guide to Christian eousciciice
now.

Philemon was a citizen of Colosse, in
Asia Minor, and evidently a man 'of
wealth and consideration in his own city.
But that of which it principally concoms
us now to speak, is the esteem in which
ho was held by such a man as St. Paul.
Ho had been converted by that Apostle to
tho Christian laith; bo is commended for
liib "lovoand faith towaids tho Lord Jo-flu- s,

and towards all saints." St. Paul
callshim "our donrl' beloved and fellow
laborer," whom ho "always mentioned in
liis prayers," and in whose "lovo ho had
great joy and consideration," because,
says ho, "tho bowels of tho earth aro re-

freshed by thee, brother." We may look
in vain through all tho Epistles for a sim-

ilar instanco of tender friendship and
personal ostcom for a man in tho privato
walks of lifo. Many such aro indeed
moutioned with distinguished honor; but
no ono of them has been handed down to
us so richly embalmed so consecrated
by tho dear affection of "the chiofestoftho
Apostles," as Philemon of Colosse.

Philemon was a slaveholder.
Ono of bis slaves, Onosimus, escaped

from his bonds and found his way to
ltouio whero St. Paul then was, an hon-orab- lo

prisoner within limits, but allowed
to exercise tho ministry. Thorn, Onosi-

mus hears tho Apostlo preach, and is con-vett-

to tho faith of Christ. Ho seeks
nn interview with tho Apostlo, whom ho
had probably known at tho houso of his
master in former days; confossos to him
that ho is a fugitive, and solicits his coun-
sel.

A caso is now presented, iu which nil
tho circumstances concur to bring'to a
decision, and before a competent tribunal,
tho rights and duties of all concerned.
The decision wo havo in tho following
passage in tho letter of St. Paul to Phil-
emon:

'I beseech thee for my son Onesimns,
whom I havo begotten in my bonds;
which iu time past was to thco unprofit-
able but now profitable to thco and to
mo; whom I havo sent again: thou there-for-

receivo him, that is mine own bow-

els whom I would have retained with mo
that, in thy stead, ho might havo minis-

tered unto mo in tho bonds of tho Gospel.
But without thy mind would 1 do noth-
ing."

Tho essential facts brought to ot no-tic- o

in this epistle, so far as thoy concern
onr present purpose, are these:

Ono of tho best and most exemplary of
Christian men, and tho bosom friend of

on Apostlo, is a slaveholder. Tho slavo
escapes from his master and finds his way
to a far distant city, whoro ho is safo from
all pursuit. Ho is there mot by nn Apos-
tlo, and by him convened to Christianity

bhown tho wrong ho has dono his mas-to- r,

and sent back to him with a letter of
commendation and friendly entreaty,
which has over been considered a master-picr- o

of its kind.
On tho transaction thus briefly narrated

wo may roinnrk, that nowhoro iu tho epis-
tle is there a word of :cnsure, cxpiesscd
or implied, of Philemon, for being tho
owner of slaves. Thoro is no appeal to
his consejenoo as a Cluistian; none what-
ever to any higher law than tho law of
tho country which gave him a property in
Oncsitnus. That right lomaiticd unim-
paired, even after Oncsitnus became a
Christian; and tho Apostle, so far from
impugning it, recognizes it in all its
force, and acts accordingly.

Anothor icfiWiun, so obvious, indeed,
as scarcely to demand a particular notico
is this: that had St. Paul perceived any-
thing morally wrong iu tho relation of
master and servant or bIavo, he could
not, and would not, havo dono what ho
did remit in a btato of domestic servi-
tude ono who, already escaped from it,
had acquired a now titlo to freedom by
his adoption into the Christian family, if
ins lormcr bonus wcro unjust.

Another circumstanco to bo remember
cd is, that Onesimub himself was satisfied
with tho whole procedure, sinco he acqui
esced in it, and, by tho diiection of the
Apostle, returned to his master. And,
what makes tho caso a still stronger one,
the slave was ofthosamocomplcxinn, and
probably ol tlio same race, with lus own
er; and, what is still more, all tbo parties
were Christians. On a candid review of
all these circumstances, I know not how
an unpredjudiced mind can evade tho con-
clusion, that tiio holding of men to invol-
untary service is not, under all circum-
stances, inconsistent with Christianity;
or, in other woids, that slavery has not
been prohibited by the word of God.

Let us now seo whether tho Apostle's
teaching, in reference to tho samo subject
was in accordanco with his practice in tho
caso of Onesimus.

Allow mo to tnako ono preliminary re-

mark, which must bo borne in mind in
order to comprehend tho forco of tho pas-
sages I ntn about to adduco from tho New
Testament. Whenever tho word servant
is used by tho Apostles in speaking of or
to a particular class of persons, the per-
sons indicated aro "slaves," in tho com-
mon meaning of tho term, and wore as
much tho pioperty of their mastors as arc
tho descendants of tho African in any of
tho Southern States. This will not bo
questioned by any ono conversant with
ancient history; nor that tho power of tho
Itoman slaveholder over his bondsman
was fa? more absolute than anything
known in tho land. Keeping this fact in
view, then, that tho "servants," so often
mentioned by tho Apostles, wcro 'slaves,'
let us see what sort ofpieccpts they de-

livered to this class of persons in thoir
discourses on tho relative duties of man-
kind. If thero should bo anything hero
which grates on the ear of modern phil-
anthropists, tho blame must bo laid on
those whom Christ tent forth into the
world to instruct men in tho duties which
pertain to theie several stations. They
alone aro responsible for such precepts as
tho following:

. St. Paul to tho Ephesians: "Servants
be obedient to them that arc your mas-

ters according to tho flesh, with fear and
tiembliugin singleness of heait, as unto
Christ. Knowing whatsoev-
er good things any man dooth, tbo samo
shall hoieceivo of tho Lord, whether he
bo bond or fiee."

St. Paul to tho Colossians: "Servants
obey in all things your masters nccoiding
to tho flesli; not with as s,

but in singleness of heait, fear-

ing God."
St. Paul to'Titns, a Christian pastor

and bishop:"Exhort servants to bo obe-

dient to their own masters, and to please
them well in all things."

St. Peter, ju his General Epistlo; "Ser-
vants bo subject to your masters with
fear; not only to tho good.and gontlo, but
also to tho frowaid."

St. Paul, again, in his Epistle to Tim-

othy,, another pastor and bishop: "Let as
many sorvnntH as ore undor tho yoke
count their own mnsters worthy of all
honor, thattho name of God and his doc-trin- e

bo not blasphemed. And thoy that
havo believing masters, let them not deb-pis- o

them because thoy aro brethren, but
lather, do thorn serivco. Theso
things teach and exhort. If any man
teach otherwise, and consent not to
wholcsomo words, oven tho words of our
Loid Jesus Christ, and to tho doctrino
which is according to godliness, ho is
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about
questions and strifos of words, whoieof
cometh envy, strife, railings, ovil surmis-ing- s,

porvorso disputings of mon of cor-
rupt minds, and destitute of tho truth.
From such withdraw thyself."

I will not affirm that St. Paul had in
his view a notorious class of persons in
Now England, in tho middlo of tho nine-
teenth century, whon ho wroto this; but I
may say that, had ho lived to sco and
hear what wo havo been compelled to
seo and hoar, his delineations of charactor
could not havo been moro graphic and
Jife-Jik-

What, now, is tho import of all these
emplintio and reiterated injunctions, nn
posed on such as wore in bonds and nn
dor tho yoko? How do they comport
wun tuo zeal of our pscudo-puilantlir- o

pists to break, nt every hazard, tho bond
which unites tho servant to his master?
Is not tho tho relation hero rocognizcd in
us iniiesioxieni, nnu mndo tlio ground
work of a particular class of duties? Is
not obedience in tho slave, according to
tho apostolic standard, made a duty as
sacred as any other duty, social or moral?
And aio not they who teach otherwise
wiio would defraud the master by entic
ing away tho bondsman, or detaining
him characterized by condemnatory
epithots wnicli it would be thought scar
coly courtoons to utter now; epithets
piicu ono on another witli rhetorical pro
fusion, as if tho culpability of thoir con

duct could net bo mado to stand out in
too strong relief? Aro they, indeed, to
bo identified with mou-stcalc- of whom
tho Apostlo speaks clsowhoro?

Wo havo now, 1 think, arrived at tho
trtio reasons on which a Christian man,
who honestly desires to do his duty, is
oxpoctcd, ns a matter of conscience, to

in tho law which demands that
tho fugitive from service shall, on legal
requisition, bo returned. That ho should
bo so returned, I need not say is tho law
of the land, nnd has been evor sinco tlio

I

adoption of tho Constitution under
weich wo live. That it is not contrary to
tho law of God, is too evident to need
further proof. If then, thcbo facts bo

tho most scrupulous con-
science

i

need not bo disturbed by tho de-

mand

I

of a cheerful acquiescence in tho
law which reclaims tho fugitivo slave; a
law which demands no moro than St.
Paul thought it his duty to do in a par-
allel case. When I call the cases paral-
lel, I must, howover, mako an exception
in regard to a single point; but that ex
ception places our duty, if possible, in a
still eloaror light. When ho rostoied the
fugitivo Onosimus, ho acted, so far as wo
aro informed, under no constiaint of civ
il law; tho contrary is implied by tho ox
prcssion, "whom I would havo retained
with me;" he was not obliged to do it, as
is tho caso with us, by any positivo en-
actment of the powers that were. Ho
only obeyed what ho understood to be
the law of Christ, and tho law of justice
towards a Christian brother. Let thoso
who, in their erratic cruise on tho ocean
of humanity, think they have mado new
and impoi taut discoveries, impeach him
it thoy pl"ase ol adcrelntion of high mor
al duties. Tho task shall not bo mine.
It is enough for mo that, in oboying n
particular law under which I live", I am
not only subjecting mybclf to a "power
ordained ol Uod, but doing pieciscly
what 1 havo nn example of in tho action
ot tho great Apostlo to tho GentiIo3,
while under no such constraint as that im
posed on me as a citizen of those United
btates.

Let mo now briefly rctraco tho courso
of argument by which we havo arrived at
this conclusion; for it is ono in regard to
which it is desirablo, at this particular
time, that ovoty ono should bo satisfied.

Tho consideration which mot us in tho
outset, was tho universal requirement of
Christ 8 law to submit ourbclves, with
out icserve, .o tho law under which we
live, "for wrath's sake, for conscience's
sake, for the Lord's sake."

Tho next consideration wa, that in
thus submitting ourbclves in this paiticu-la- r

instance of restoring a fugitivo, not in
baffling the officer of tho "law and aiding
m the escape ottho blave, but in honest-
ly sending him back to his legal owner,
wo just do what no less a man than St.
Paul, a chosen messenger of tho Lord,
and tho interpreter of the mind of Christ,
did in a similnr caso, only that he has
not constrained, as wo are, by any posi-
tive law of man.

Then referring to tho teaching of this
tVpostlo and his coadjutors, wo find them
iceognizing, without reserve, qualification
or censure, the relation of master and
slave, and giving a variety of instructions
to tho latter in regard to tho duties of
his peculiar situation.

On oil these accounts, nnd bearing in
mind the conduct of St. Paul in tho case
of Onesimus, so perfectly in conformity
with his piecepts, and those of his fellow
Apostles, wo arc obliged to conclude that
when, undor similar circumstances, we
act ns ho did, and allow ourselves to bo
governed by the same law of duty which
ruled him, wo may bo snro that wo aro
acting right. In this conclusion I am
content to lest, till 1 havo tho light of a
now lovclation to show mo whatl ought
to do.

If any objection bo urged on tho score
....-- fl r.i 1 i.v(ii luiniiuiny, nnu ino supposed narasiup

of a return to a stato of bondage; if our
sympathies aro engaged in behalf of any
,who, having escaped from their bonds,
havo been longrtv. oiling amongst us, how
very simple and obvious is the lemedy!
We have, in that case, only to purchase
tlio libeity of tho slave, anil leave him in
tho quiet enjoyment of his homo. A fow
thousand dollars would redeem all who
aro likely fiver to bo reclaimed in Now
England, nnd probably no master at
tho South would hesitato to accopt tho ar-

rangement. But let tho law first havo
its course, without hindrance or obstruc-
tion 'fiom any quarter; and when tho fu-

gitivo shall havo been found and identi-
fied, ho will soon learn whether tho real
frionds of his raco aro not to bo found
among tho strenuous suppoitcrs of tho
law. To this couisoldo not seo what
possiblo objection can bo urged by tho
most scrupulous mind, however unsatis
factory it may bo to tho factious and tur- -

bulont.f
In what 1 havo said thus far, 1 havo

simply endeavored to present yon tho
law of Chribtianity in legard to slavery,
as it appears to my own mind. I havo
spoken to you as Christians, solicitous to
know your duty, or what may bo your
duty, nt a very important crisis; and
trust that overy ground of reasonable
doubt has been removed.

But thoro aro other considerations,
the mere obligations of law, which I

wish to submit beforo I leave tho subject,
and to those I now ask your attention.

If an;, amongst us havo been taught to
think hardly of our brethren of tho South
for retaining tlio institution of slavery, it
is proper to remind such that it was not
of their procuring in tho first instance.
I cannot but remember that it was forced
upon them, in thoir then condition of
colonios, by tho niothor country in tho
days of hot moral darkness, whon neither
slio or any ono elso supposed thoro was
anything wrong or oven qucstionijblo in
tbo slave trade. It does not become us
to forget that the capital aud tho naviga- -

Referring to a former discouise.

Tho above- remarks aro desicned to apply prin
clpally to tho caso of such fugitives as have been
long resident of the North, and havo families here.
These tho owners would probably bo willing to
surrenderon rcasoimblo terms. An indiscriminate
offer to redeem all fugitives would not only bo a
misplaced generosity, but would actually hold out
an inducement to desertion.

tion of Now England "tlio ships of(
uniitim, ino navigating people ro,ly
largely, if not principally, engaged in
transporting slaves from the barrncoons
oi vvcsicrn .mnca to ho shoios of Vir- -

ginia and the Carolinas;! against tho car -
nest j lotcst, too, of both colonies. And
when I icmember all tins, and consider
IIU.V, in uns iiomcsuo hcrvi- -

tude has decomo so incorporated with
whole, texture of Southern institu-- ,
' " v.v.j.v, .,r, nu

giown up together, and aro so mtcrmin- -
fdnil flint I . n .m n 1 i t at

f,li,.l,u.,7HU j.uiw.uniy can slavery,
iLT' ' lr" l,t most,

"T uum "1BSlVland servant; I think I seo pfiNfin" - fnnntrn
lr ft Vnrv Ifltimv laMipnrnnpn nil nltr1...' -- --

part; I recoirnizo even a stern demand of
justice, irrespective of all written laws,'
iimi. no iuiliuum) nullum iiuiii every- -

thirn: liko contumely and 1Pt)rttCh. ;.
11 .... . m'j..... . ' , I,;

...M. ...i.. . L.. .1...... i .1itn nuui in iiuiv um;i;i.ll'j llieir UUll
corn, and none of ours. And I
further, anil say. in view of the 1Si tak- -

n l, .1... ;tU ; t. . .. c,..i."j nw wi u iii iviiiivi miu-a- , iu ovwi,i -

l. h i?i,i ,.r .1...
? " ? ij: :.iZ :,.! "Xriuuuiii wun iiiuii buijiu iiiiutuiuin, mm,

whonvnr nrn rnti.lnd tr. rat tho first
stone, we nro not that people. It seems
indeed incredible that auy amongst us

feel thembclves at liberty to in- -
dulgo in the language of vituperation, so
long as wo insist on praising our puritan- -

ical forefathers for every virtue under
and continue to build tho tombs

of tho prophets and garnish tho scpul-- j
of tho righteous, through whose ac- -

tivo ngency tho slave trade was carried I

on. nnd all the consequences inclined ot
which many aro now disposed to com-
plain i

Slavery having thus been imposed on
.our brethren nt the South, not unwilling-
ly, wo aio at liborty to suppose, bo far as
a portion of them wero concerned, and bc-co-

an integral pait of their social ex-

istence, they cannot suddenly abolish it
if thoy would. But whether they shall
or shall not abolish it nt all, is no busi-
ness of ours, It was rightly said on a
lato occasion by one of our most eloquent
orators, while commenting on a lemark
of tho foremost of pur statesmen, that we
hud less to do with the slavery of tho
Southern States than with that of Cuba.
The latter we may discuss as wo please,
and publish what wo please in regard to
it; while the former is guarded against
our npproach by tho very spirit nnd in-

tent of our political compact. We can-

not assail it without giving just ground
of offence. Many seem to forget this,
and talk as if we wero under amoral ob-

ligation somo undiscovered, unintelligi-
ble highor law to wipe out this foul blot,
as they aio plnsed to call it, from our
national character. Why, since the day
when our navigators discharged their liv-
ing cargoes at the wharves of tho South-
ern States, it has never for ono instant
been under our control, in any manner or
shape whatever. And whether it be a
good or a bad institution, a blessing or a
curse to tlio laud whero it prevails, is not
our concern. It can no moro become a
practical question with the people of New
England, than is the question of berfdom
in Hussia or Poland. It is less so, for
the icason I havo just alluded to, .and a
good and sufficient reason it is why we
should let it alone.

When tho people of the Southern colo
nics, as they then wero or lately had been,
were about to nuito with thoso at the
North in a mutual confcdoiation for our
commercial and other purposes, they
were ns independent of us as wo weio of
them. Thoy had their local laws and in
stitutions as wo had; and they hadniight
to require, as they did, that one of tho
conditions of tho compact should be, that
they should continuo to manage their do-

mestic affairs in their own way, without
any inteil'oiencf fiom u just as we aro to
manage ours without nny intesfcroncofrom
thorn. It was ono of the mutual stipula-
tions, that persons held to sorvice in ono
State, escaping into another; should, on
requisition, bo given up. That was a
pait of the compact, and a very impor-
tant ono to thoso States which wero

with a numerous population of
this chai actor, nnd they had a right to
say that, unless that condition wero made
a part of tho compact, the negotiation
should not go on. They did not ask the
North to sanction slavery, nor to pro-n- o

unco any opinion in legard to it; no
such thing. All that they demand was,
that slavery should be rocognized as a
fact, an existence, a thing that was, sub-

ject to no contiol but thir own; nnd,
moreover, that fugitives from labor should
bo restored a thing ot.iio soit ot conse- -

quenco to us, but ol tho gieatest possible
consequenco tp them. Jo thoso condi-
tions wo assented, and very properly; the
federation could not havo been consum-

mated on any other terms. And now, if
wo deliberately violate those conditions,
or, through a culpable negligence, permit
them to bo violated; if wo allow a noNy
faction, whatever their motives may be,
so far to pie vail as to set tho laws at de-

fiance, and in any way to render tho
of a fugitivo impossible, whether

by connivance, or sham legal proceedings,
or by opon resistanco, then what follows?
Why, tho compact is broken by us; we
rofuse to fulfil its stipulation, and the ag
grieved States may, if they choose, at any
moment declaro tho confederacy dissolv-
ed. When their rights in this matter, as
agreed upon nnd confirmed in tho Consti-
tution, tho great instrument of union, shall
be denied them, or cannot any longer be
enforced, the bond is broken, and they
aro cast loose from all obligation to ob-

serve it. The act of separation in that
caso is ours, not theirs; the crimo of dis-

union lies at our door, and not with them.
All this sconis plain enough.

Let mo present tho case in anothor point
ofviow. Y horover tho two races suu
sist togothor m tho samo community, m
anything liko equal numbers, experience
has shown it to bo best thattho relation
of master and bondsman should prevail.
Whatovor may bo tho evils, moral and
social, growing out of such a relation
ond I shall neither deny nor extenuate
thorn it is certain that much moro ag
gravated onos, though of ft different des
cription, would follow the sundering of

tho tie; evils which wonld fall moro hcavi - '

on the emancipated slave than on his
former master. 1 speak now of the ac'
tnal relative position of the two races in
the Southern States, and on tho stipposi
tion that they are to continue to inhabit
tho samo land. But It would bo foiofgti
to my purposo to pursuo this idea fuitlicr.

ror rny own part, nltor tho maturest
consideration I could give to the very dif--
ficult problem how slavery in the United1
umira n ui w uui wiait'iy uisposcn 01,
am unable to separate the idea of coloni -

i ! P.
znuoii irom emancipation on nn extend- -

cd scale. Dwell together as equals.

r ra.c.c" novwean, at lean in this conn -
irr. WhArAvne timkhtu, ,ri;.. v- j "1iv.ivi. iiiu r i n n j i ii it in mi ii l 1 ii
anna Ar.Innl.. T. 1 1..n.ir. ui n inc. iioyu iivcn iiruiinv 'IH" iiiijctannnitimi. dm nritrinol Inu, r .,.i.im
tude in somo of its forms has universally J

nrevai ei: "a servant nt cnrvinm tmM
U U in M. r,,ttn , VI " "

" . TV... V."'..
mi.cn nnuowana tms tn the J.ght 01

Jv?rP !
6- - iS U

been, so it is at the present moment,
.1. "il .1 "t""m;u 1 111 l u iiihuh wutmi I 11 w Hinnn fir I--

1.
"

.1r" VT.r" " "7." "e n" ?fl"R.cy
iiure. ivn attemntfl. mtiiorto. to lorre tun.,. '

1 ':.! ".!.:'
have only sorved to exhibit the amiable
folly pf their authors. The repugnance
mains nnconquered and unconquerable,
and the inferior race must, by a law which
wo cannot control, remain under some
kind of subordination to the higher
lect of tho Anglo-Saxo- till it shall
please God to lilt up tho curse
cd four thousand and fivo hundred years
ago. Ilow this will be brought to pass
is not yet altogether manifest, but the
dawnintrs nf God's nrovidence in retrnrd" i r
to the African are not perhaps nndis- -

.

unguiMianie at tno present moment. '

I hey can, I think, bo discerned in the
opening of a door for the return and

of this long servile raco in
tho land whero their brethren are now
clustered. As Joseph's brethren, when
they solfl him in Egypt, meant it for ovii
and God meant it for good, so may bless-
ings incalculable yet spring fiom an act
in itself the carrying away of the Afri-
can to sojourn for a time in a state of
bondage. That time has not been lost to
him. Compare the moral condition of
tho Southern slave with that of his almost
brute hi other in the forests of Western
Africa worshipping the Devil, and pro-
pitiating his wrath with human sacrifices
and rites obsceno; administering the pois-
on water; warring eternally, and wallow-
ing without shame or restraint in the
grossest sensuality and say if his bond-
age, hard as bondage may seem to us, has
hot been to him a blessing? Beyond all
doubt, he has been unspeakably elevated
in the scale of being, humble as his posi-
tion may still be. He has gained tho
Uuou'lodga would never have
dawned on his dark mind in his native
land, lie has been made to know God
who made him, and the Saviour who
bought him, and all these precious truths
of tho Gospel which, more than any oth-
ers, tend to improve and ennoble man's
nature; his bondage, then, has not been
to him altogether a curse. Very fnrfrom it.
And, now that ho has been in somo de- -

giee piepared for usefulness in the hands
of anothor master, shall we not say to him,
and to all his brethien dwelling in the
land of their captivity, "as fast as the
way is prepared and the door is opened,
return to your yet benighted brethren in
tho country of your forefathers, and im-

part to them the blessings you havo
bear to them the tidings of the

everlasting Gospel; acquaint them with
tho arts of civilization you have learned;
open tho wilderness to cultivation; let
churches nrho, and let schools be estab-
lished; let the nativo African see with his
own eyes, and bear witness to to the su-

periority of Christian and civilized over
brute savage life. Be the founders there
of a new empire; build cities on every har-
bor nnd inlet along tho coast; and know
that, when you are achieving these things,
you aro doing what none else can do for
the millions there. You are reducing
them to a stato of civilized humanity;
nnd you will also bo doing what I fear
can never be dono by treaties, and pro-
tocols, and squadrons of armed cruisers

you will be putting an end forever to
tho African slave trado."

Such, I trust, will yct.be tho mission
of tho descendant of the African in this
country. It has been begun alicady.
Tho colony at Liberia, tho nucleus of a
futiiro African empire, wns prospering
under the fostering care of tho best of onr

bogreat mon, both at tho North and the
booth, when it encountered a deadly and
loleiitless foo in thoso who now claim to
ho exclusively tho friends of the African. of
Thoir friendship has been fatal in every
way, and will bo, till the objects ot their
benovolonce are torn from their embrace
But though their pcrvcrso labors havo im-

peded for a time, they have not been able
to arrest an enterprise, which 1 have over
icgarded as comprising more of enlight
ened, and compiehensive, aud h

ing benevolence, than any other which
this ago bas brought forth. When the it
present agitation, so aimless and fruitless
of everything but evil, shall havo died
away, wo may suppose that the desire of
the African exile will be more distinctly
and finally turned towards a homo nlieady
prepared to leceivo him, where ho can ii
stand erect as a man, conscious of no su-

perior by his side. When the present it
advantages, and fair promise and hope of
the colony at Liberia, shall have been
spread before him, nnd tho dream ofequal
ity here with white man, whispered in his
car by his unreal friends, shall have been
dissipated, we may trust that he will him-
self feel an ardent desiro to that which is
properly his country and his home, and i

share iu tho toil and glory of adding an
other to the civilized nations of the earth.
Then will commenco a spontaneous emi-
gration of tho raco to tho Cost of Africa,
such as is pouring in upon us now from tho
shoies of Europe Every ship which
parts from our bhores, laden with our
manufactures for the use of tho colonists,
to bo exchanged for the rich products of
the eastern tropics, will be made vocal
not with the groans of miserablo captives
manacled in tlio filthy hold, but with tho
songs and gratulations of captives made'

free at last, and going to bestow upon
their brethren the liberty wherewith Christ
has made them free. Nor will the funds of
tho nation bo withheld from tho enterprise
Then will there be, what thoro has never
yet been, an onen door, and effectual, to
the emancipation of tho Southern slave
Tho great hindrance, in the estimation of
those who ought to know best, will bo
removed; tho dread, namely, of a
btantly accumulating population amontr

i;inctn tinnt lor Ircedom, as thoy alwftys
must be while thoy continue there.

I cannot ipcr.-c- t tho ;
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"""V s Vee? 'cacnea. When wo must
determine whether wo will anv onirerin- -

aviteor toierat0 an nJfitatiori-e-
o

,

y' bas disturbed the peace of the
Union( Btld now threatens its very

.
exist- -

If. 1 r .1
?mc J'w re nenceionit to live in
harmony with our brethren at the Sonth. is

, .1 1 1"""""" ""r aosuru aosiracuons,
and learn to deal justly, and follow after
tno things which mako for peace. And
never again should any factious man
amongst us bo allowed with impunity to
reproach them, in a style so popular with
tbo vulgar, forprepetuating an iiibtitution
lor which, at present, there it no remedy;
or sung mm irritate them with sarcasms
as mean and ungenerous as they are un-
just. And let us learn, also, to put more
faith in timo and progress", to bring about he
results which appear to us desirable,

t ... - .
in regard to slavery and its concomit- -

ants, one truth, at Ipnct must I... tl.;D' " " "ave become apparent to every
"1.
dispassion

ate mind. ro desirable cliango can bo
wrought by violence, bv denunciation, bv the
withholding from any citizen tho rights or
bccurcu to mm uy law, by any resist
ance, secret or open, to tho execution of
law. What must be the effect of such
resistance or evasion? It is bad in eve-
ry

we
way, and to all concerned in it; and

who amongst us is not concerned in up-
holding the supremacy of law? It is pe-
culiarly afflictive to the race it professes
to benefit, because their bondage is

mademoie stringent and opress-iv- o

wheti it is seen that, in the event of
their escape, there is no hope of recovery. as
And then, in the aggrieved paity, there "is

left rankling a sense of wrongs unredress-
ed, of intolerable insult, of a broken cov-
enant all tending to excite and footer a
wish to separate forever from, and cease
fiom all intercourse with a people who
cannot, or will not be held to any com-
pact however And in that cae
we could not blame them. It would be
tho tentiment ol overy generous heart, in the
"naerimrtn Ihom iliriirh hrwl f f.ionJ. 'l;o
binp and lellowship when patting words his
were said, "Wonld to God we might
still dwell together in unity, as we once
did. But it cannot be, madness and fac-
tion

girl

are in the ascendant, and rule the thehour; we have nothing to accuse you of;
God's law and man's law are with you;

a
thebut separate wo must. Wo succumb to

the master-spirit- s amongst us, who have
had revelations of a higher law. Go, and an
the blessing of Heaven go with you."

And then what then? America,
tins admiration, the hope of the creat

and good in every climo, become the scoff
and jeer ot tho world; all faith in tho
ability of republics to fulfil the ends of
government extinguished forever; our
Union gone; our strength, onr peace, our He
glory, depaited like a gorgeous but tran-
sient vision; and henceforward our tale awill be told in tho wars and fightings
which mako up the burthen of vulgar his-
tory. like

In none of the political agitations throngh
which our country has hitherto passed, the
havo I ever feared for the stability of the
Union; for none of them sprung from in-

terests or passions purely sectional, like
that by which wo aro now convulsed.
But at length the very crisis which the
anxious mind of Washington foresaw and
which he dreaded moie than any other,
aud which ho strove to aveit by solemu est
and repeated warnings is in imminent
danger of being brought upon us by a
few factions, aspiring men, who avail
themselves of the honest blunders of weak
and conscience to compass
their own selfish ends. Yet this danger-
ous point l be safely turned, if we will
but do our duty with a faithful and reso-
lute

and
heart. The battle for the Union must

fought, not on the cotton fields of the He
South, but here on the soil of New Eng-
land. The enemy in this case is tho band the

dibimionists at homo. Let law and
order triumph here, and the immediate
danger will have passed. Let those who
lovo tho Constitution and laws of our
country stand by them, nnd plead for the
them, and act for them, nnd uphold them,
nnd it may yet bo well with us for many and
years to come.

That our confederacy can long, very
long, stand tho tug and strain to which to

is likely to be subject in the growing
impatience of law, it wonld, peihaps, be
too sanguine to expect, it may be want-
ing in some of tbo essential elements of
durability. But let us mako it last as
long as we can, for tho incalculable good

urings, anil avert, to the latPsi hour
possible tho great calamity. Whenevei

comes, it will come too soom. Let us
not hasten it by nny want of faithfulness
on our part to the conditions of tho com
pact, nor by weakly yielding to tho clam-
ors of a "fow men of perverse minds, hikI
destitute of tho truth." allow this fair
heritage to bo given up a piey to tho un-

imaginable miseries of disunion, anarchy
and civil war; the end of which no hu
man mind can forsec.

JC?yA storekeeper purchased ofan Irish if
woman a quantity of butter, tho lumps of
which, intended lor pounds, ho weighed
in tho balance and found wanting. Sure
it's your own fault, if thoy are light, said
Biddy, in reply to the complaint of tho
buyer, it's your own fault, sir, for wasn't
it with a pound of boap I bought hero
myself, that I had weighed 'em' The
storekeeper had nothing moic to say on
that subject. it."

Fun and Sentiment.
Somk men aro so good that thoy are

good for nothing.

Condemn no man for not thinking as
you think.

A yonng man who is winked nt by a
lady wearing a hood, may bo said to bu
hoodwinked.

TiiEnn is many n man whose tonguo
might govern multitudes, if ho could only
govpm his tonguo.

Sydney Smith compares tho whistle of
locomotivo to the squeal of an attorney

when Satan gets him.
Wn know some mon, who, when they

aro perplexed in argument, get out as
poor debtors get out of jail swear out.

A lady, describing an man,
says, "He never smiles but ho feels
ashamed of it."

The graceful! langh of happy children
the best home-musi- and tho graceful

figures of childhood are the best statuary.
Ir a woman could talk out of the cor-

ners of her mouth at the same timo there
would bo a good deal said on both sides.

Women lovo to find in men a difficult
combination a gentleness which will in-

variably yield, with a force which will in-
variably protect.

A benevolent old gentleman used to
give n way wood by the cord, in order as

said to have it abovo.

Stthct punctuality is perhaps the
virtue which can givo forco to nn nth.

erwiso utterly insignificant charactor.
It is vain to talk about the

sexes they aro not equal. ThesmilH
tear of woman conquers man.
k ...poet says that tho wind kisses tho

waves. That, we buppoe, is the cele-
brated "kibs for a blow," about which

have heard so much.
Mcch is said about the freshness of a

first love; but there are many persons
xvhose becond love is better worth having
than tho first love of others.

We might pardon the ungrateful if
they would forget who are their enemies

speedily and as completely ns they
forget who were their friends.

A Pketty GntL and a wild horse aro
liable to do much mischief: for one runs
away with a fellow's body, nnd tho other
runs away with his heart.

A man wa& nrrested in Virginia a ifew
days since, and being informed that he
was suspected of having been engagd in

insuriection at Harper's Ferry, replied
didn't know Harper nor where he kept
cussed ola icht.- - .j

'Speaking of shaving,' said a pretty
to an obdurate old bachelor, '1 should

think that a pair of handsome eyes was
best mirror to shave by.' 'Yes, many

poor fellow has been shaved by them,'
wretch replied.

'What a fine head your boy has,' said
admiring friend. 'Yes,' said the fond

father; he's a chip of the tho old block;
ain't you sonny?' 'I guess so, daddy,
'cause, teacher said yesterday I was a
ayoung block head.'

Old Scire W. is an honest, jovial sonl,
whith a few religious scruples, fond of a
heaity laugh or a good joke at auy time.

relates the following on himself as an
actual accurrence: "One night, boys, I had

very strange dream. I thought lwas
abont to get to heaven. A long ladder,

Jacob's, reached from the ground to-

ward the 'good place,' and it was on this
ladder that I went up. When I reached

the top, I found a space of seven or
eight teet intervening between the last
round and the celestial gate. I could see
within nnd catch glimpses of the fine
things inside. Peter stood at the entrance

he leaned over reecbed out his hand
told me to mako a big jump. I did

jump, boys, and got one of the confounded- -

jails you ever heard of! for J found
mvself sprawling on the floor, having
jumped out of bed while I was trying to
jump into heaven."

IDon'tCare if I Do, In olden time,
befoie tho Maine laws wero invented,
Wing kept the hotel at Middle Granville,

from his well stocked bar furnished
"accommodations to man and beast."

was a good landlord, but terribly deaf.
Fish, the village painter, was afflicted in

samo way.
One day they were sitting by them-

selves in tho bar-roo- Wing was be-

hind tho counter waiuting for the next
customer, while Fish was lounging beforo

fire with a thirsty look, casting sheep's
eyes occasionally at Wing's decanters,

wishing most devoutly that some one
would come in and treat.

A traveler from tho South, on his way
Binndon, stepped in to inquire the dis-

tance. Going up to the counter he said:
"Can you tell me, sir, how far it is to

Brandon?"
"Brandy ?" said the ready landlord,

jumping up; "yes. sir, I have some," at
the same timo handing down a decanter of

precious liquid.
"Yon misunderstand me," said tho

stranger; "I abked how far it vas to
Brandon."
"They call it pretty good brandy," mid
Wing. "Will you take sugar with it?"
leaching, as ho spoke, for the bowl aud
toddy ttick.

Tbo despairing traveler now turned to
Fish, and said:

"Tho landlord seems to bo deaf; will
you tell me how far it is to Brandon?"

"Thank you," said Fish, "I dou't care
I do tnke a drink with yon 1"

Tho stranger treated and fled.

jt5T"Buya trunk, Pat?" said a

"And what for'should I buy a trunk?"
rejoined Pat.

"To put your clothes in," was the re-

ply.
"And go naked! The devil a bit of


